COURSE OUTLINE
Title:
Newspaper Production 



Course Number: J-226

Credits: 4
Date: September 2008
Institution:
Clackamas Community College

Outline Developed by:
English Department – Melissa Jones, Journalism

Type of Program:
Lower Division Collegiate

Course Description:  

Students write headlines, lay out pages and use Adobe InDesign software in an afternoon lab producing the weekly student newspaper, The Clackamas Print.  No prior design or journalism experience is necessary.
Course Objectives:  

•
Foster teamwork in planning, designing and preparing a newspaper for distribution.

•
Teach journalism ethics, including libel and fair use.

•
Introduce Associated Press Style and editing techniques, including headline and caption 

writing.

•
Demonstrate how to use Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign in creating publications.

•
Prepare students to make deadlines. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Produce a weekly newspaper using the principles of fair and accurate journalism.

2. Work as a writer, editor, photographer, proofreader or ad salesperson, contributing to the production of the weekly paper.

3. Meet deadlines.

4. Function as a positive and contributing part of a team to create a quality newspaper.

5. Use desktop publishing programs such as InDesign to create newspaper pages.

6. Use principles of newspaper design to create an appealing publication.

7. Write headlines and photo captions using Associated Press style.

8. Apply basic design principles to produce a newspaper. 

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours; may be repeated for up to 12 credits.
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
None

Recommended:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115; pass WR-095 or placement in 

WR-121. 

Required Text:
None

Major Topic Outline: J-226 is a lab class in which students edit stories, design pages, write headlines, edit photographs and produce the weekly student newspaper.  Not every student will experience every topic below; this list includes all the functions of the course.

1. Copy editing

2. Headline writing

3. Page design using desktop publishing

4. Libel

5. Ethics

6. Digital Photography

8. Advertising design and layout 

9. Proofreading  

